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Bill. This went the same way as its predecessors,
and yet another General Election took place, in
which no party could claim a decisive victory.
The wretched business seemed likely to begin all
over again, though this time the only possible
solution was at hand. The Derby Government
fell on the address, owing to an unfounded sus-
picion that it had intended to intervene on
behalf of Austria in the Italian crisis. But
Gladstone voted in the minority.
Derby resigned ; the Queen again called on
Palmerston ; and in a few days the country heard
with astonishment that his Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer was to be Gladstone. He characteristic-
ally joined the Whigs at the most unlikely moment,
and the Parliamentary crisis, which had lasted
since 1846, was over.